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     They say it takes a village to raise a child.  The NEL/CPS Construction Career Academyõs 

village now includes a brand new, state -of-the-art construction technology laboratory.  Its 

talented instructors, teachers and community leaders all helped to make it possible.  In honor 

of its opening, on Wednesday, Sep-

tember 26 th , a ribbon cutting cere-

mony was held at the Academyõs 

campus.  Those who spoke at the 

gala event included LIUNA Gen-

eral Secretary -Treasurer and New 

England Regional Manager, Ar-

mand E. Sabitoni; Cranston Mayor 

Michael Napolitano; Superinten-

dent of Cranston Public Schools,  

M. Richard Scherza; Chairman - 

Board of Directors, NEL/CPS Con-

struction Career Academy, Mi-

chael A. Traficante; and RIDE 

Community Affairs/Charter School 

Specialist Keith Oliviera. During 

the exciting event, the more than 

200 people in attendance toured  

the 7,200 square foot laboratory as 

students performed hands -on dem-

onstrations in various construction 

technologies. Visitors also observed 

academic exhibitions inside the 

main campus building. The labora-

tory will further allow students to 

experience problem -based learning 

in the vast and ever -changing aca-

demic world of the construction 

industry.  
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For More Information  

Contact: 

Dr. Michael Silvia, 

Executive Director 

New England Laborers'/Cranston 

Public Schools Construction 

Career Academy   401.270.8692 

Or 

Faith Mansollilo-Orabona,   

Exec. Dir.,New England 

Laborers' Public Relations & 

Media Department 

Gina Ricciardi-Fattore 

410 S. Main St.         

Providence, RI 02903 

401.272.4560 

We're on the WEB! 

See us  at: 

http://charter.cpsed.net 

The New England Laborersô/Cranston Public Schools Construction 

Career Academyôs Mission Statement: 
 

The New England Laborersô/Cranston Public School Construction Career 

Academy is a unique, collaboration between the Cranston Public Schools and 

the New England Laborersô.  The mission of the NEL/CPS  

Construction Career Academy is to provide students in grades 9-12 with a 

solid academic foundation in an authentic learning environment; to prepare 

students interested in exploring career options in the construction trades and 

environmental sciences; and to become ethical, productive,  

responsible citizens of the global society. 

L -R: James D. Merloni, Executive Dir. of Training, NELTA; James V. 

Merloni, Jr., Administrator, New England Laborers' Training Trust 

Fund; Vincent R. Masino, LIUNA Vice President and New England 

Assistant Regional Manager; Joseph M. Sabitoni, Executive Director 

of Training, NELTA; Andrea Iannazzi, Cranston School Committee; 

Deborah Greifer, Cranston School Committee &NEL/CPS Board Mem-

ber; Armand E. Sabitoni, LIUNA General Secretary -Treasurer and 

New England Regional Manager;  M. Richard Scherza, Superinten-

dent Cranston Public Schools;  Michael A. Traficante, NEL/CPS Con-

struction Career Academy Chairperson & Cranston School Committee 

Chair; Senator Hannah Gallo, RI  State Senate; Peter Nero, Assistant 

Superintendent Cranston Public Schools; Keith Oliveira, RIDE Com-

munity Affairs/Charter School Specialist; Representative Peter G. 

Palumbo, RI House of Representatives; John LeConche, Executive 

Director Laborersõ- AGC; Dr. Michael J. Silvia, Executive Director  

Construction Career Academy.  
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